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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first action relating to serial application number 10/682,506 filed 10-09-2003. 
Claims 1-8 are currently pending. 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
10/044,762, filed on 01-10-2002. 

Drawings 

2. The examiner has accepted the drawing filed with this application as formal 
drawing. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the 
paragraph relating to -Reference to related to Applications- should be upgraded to 
included application number 10/044,762 is now abandoned. N fig. 4, line 9, it is not 
clear as to which cross section if fig. 7 is a view of Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claims 2, 4, it s not clear as to how the guide 
pieced can be upraised from a side edge portion and at the same time as a U-shaped 
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cross-section and in claim 4, be disposed alternately disposed on a right side edge and 
a left side edge. In claim 3 , it is not clear as to what is being referred to as "each". Is it 
each pair or each one? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ferenc et al. (5,71 1 ,732). Ferenc et al. discloses a tensioner with a blade shoe, the 
blade shoe comprising an acuate sliding surface (see figs. 6-7), a plurality of upraised- 
guide pieces extending from the sliding surface (see attached drawing) and at least one 
blade spring applying a force to the blade shoe. 

In claim 4, note, as understood the guide pieces a disposed alternately along 
right and left side edges of the sliding face. 

In claim 8, it is apparent that the shoe has a substantially L-shape. 

In claim 6 and 7, it is apparent that Ferenc et al. discloses the claimed invention. 

In claim 5, Ferenc et al. also discloses the guide pieces are located at least three 
Positions, wherein the positions include a starting position where the chain starts to 
contact the sliding surface; a central surface along the sliding face and separation 
position where the chain starts to separate from the sliding face. 
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8. Claims 2 and 3, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ferenc et al. in view of Mott et al. (5,779,582). In claim 2, Ferenc et 
al. do not disclose the U-shape cross section of the shoe and the guide pieces includes 
a pair on opposite sides of the sliding face. Mott et al. discloses a shoe having a sliding 
face and a plurality guide pieces (see fig. 13) on each side of the sliding face and 
upraised from the sliding face, the guide pieces are located such that the form a U- 
shape with the sliding face alone a cross section in order to reduce vibration, to prevent 
lateral movement and lateral bending of the chain during operation. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the shoe of Ferenc et al. so as to include the extending guides as disclosed by Mott et 
al. in order to reduce vibration, to prevent lateral movement and lateral bending of the 
chain during operation. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tsutsumi et al. (5,961 ,41 1 ) discloses a chain guide with a sliding 
surface. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7101 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 6:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ridley Richard can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Marcus Charles 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3682 
October 11,2005 




